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From The President: 


Dear FLARC Members, 


It's the holiday season all over again. For hams, the 
"season" revolves around Field Day -- nothing else in 
the hobby approaches it. 


You can always tell where someone's heart lies when it 
comes to Field Day as they have to make a choice as to 
how to spend their time and effort. 


This year's Field Day marks a great opportunity for all 
of us in FLARC; membership has never been greater, 
enthusiasm seems to peak higher every month and the 
2018 planning started earlier than ever with our 
largest station effort in the 62 years of our history. 


Let's channel that enthusiasm to ensure that member 
participation is also at its highest -- that everyone who 
wants to play a role can and has the opportunity to 
contribute in positive manner. 


That alone will make for a great Field Day! 


Brad / KM2C 
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New Member Profile 


NAME: Dave Marthouse CALL: N2AAM 


What do you do/what did you do for a living? 


All my working life | have been in the broadcasting and 
voice-over business. This included work for various 
radio stations around New Jersey and a stint as part 
owner operator of WODI Radio in Brookneal, Virginia. 


Currently | do freelance voice-over and commercial 
production work. 


In addition to that | consult broadcasters and program 
producers on setting up digital production studios. 


| also provide help and training to blind and visually 
impaired people in the use of computers using speech 
software. 


How did you get interested in ham radio? 


| first got interested in radio back in the 60s when | 
was a kid. My uncle Ben was a kit builder. He 
specialized in building radios and audio equipment. He 
turned me on to shortwave radio and AM broadcast 
band DXing. He told me that there were people called 
hams that used shortwave to talk to each other all 
over the world. 


Surprisingly he wasn’t a ham. 


| guess that started me on my life long journey in the 
science and art of radio. 


| became a ham in June of 1978 and | still am as 
interested and excited about the hobby as | was when 


| started. 


Continued on page 3. 
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The Club Fair Lawn RACES Corner 


Fair Lawn ARC is the fastest growing ham club around, 
with five operating positions in a permanent clubhouse. 
Visitors and guests are always welcome. The club is 
open every Friday night from NLT 6:30 PM. Business 
meetings are the first Friday of the month at 7:30PM. 


2018 Officers and Committees 
Brad Kerber KM2C 
Lowell Van't Slot W2DLT 
Al Rasmussen WA20WL 
Randy Smith WU2S 
J Cooper W2JC 
Skip Barker KD2BRV 
Don Cassarini N2PRT 
Steve Wraga WA2BYX 
Judith Shaw KC2LTM 
Ed Efchak WX2R 
Gene Ottenheimer wo2W 
Susan Frank W6SKT 


President 
Vice President 


Treasurer Hello to all, 


Secretary 
Spring is here and the temperatures are warming up!! 
With Spring in mind, The Fair Lawn Radio Amateur Civil 
Emergency Service (FL-RACES) will be getting ready for 
Field Day. At the present time, it looks like the FL- 
RACES may be at two locations on June 23rd and 24th; 
Mahwah with Bergen County RACES and at Memorial 
Park in Fair Lawn. More details will follow in the June 
Resonator. 


Trustee 

Trustee 

Trustee 

Field Day 
Member Services 
Publicity 
Publicity 


Publicity 
In the April Resonator, | made an error - | stated that 
elections were to be held onApril 6th. It's been 
decided to hold the elections once the By-Laws and 
Constitution are approved by the Fair Lawn Office of 
Emergency Management. We are still awaiting their 
approval. (Also see story on page 7). 


Lowell Vant Slot W2DLT 
Karl Frank W2KBF 
Brad Kerber (ex officio) KM2C 
Dave Marotti NK2Q 
Thom Guida W2NZ 
Gene Ottenheimer wo2W 
Pete Senesi KD2BMX 
Gordon Beattie W2TIT 
Randy Smith WU2S 
John L. Howard KD2NRS 
Education Fred Wawra W2ABE 
History Gene Ottenheimer wo2W 
W2AAB 


Program 
Publicity 
Publicity 

Social Media 
Video/YouTube 


VE Liaison As a reminder, the Bergen County RACES nets are held 


on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays every month at 1945 
local time and various towns host these nets 
throughout the year. Two repeaters are utilized for 
these nets - Paramus, NJ (RX 146.79 / TX 146.19, PL TX 
Tone 141.3) and Franklin Lakes, NJ (RX 146.79 / TX 
146.19, PL TX Tone 162.2). The Franklin Lakes 
repeater is the primary repeater. 


VE Liaison 


Education 
Education 


Education 


History Fred Belghaus We will be gearing up for a Fair Lawn RACES Net soon. 


History Ed Efchak WX2R 


Photographer 
W2NPT Trustee 
Technical 
Technical 
RACES Director 
RACES Liaison 


Newsletter Editor 


FL Town Liaison 
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Don Cassarini 
Paul Cornett 
Paul Cornett 
Randy Smith 
Dave Gotlib 
Steve Wraga 


Ed Efchak 


Gene Ottenheimer 


N2PRT 
W2IP 
W2IP 
Wwu2s 
KD2MOB 
WA2BYX 


More details on the Fair Lawn RACES Net will be 
provided once the By-Laws and Constitution are 
approved. 


If you are interested in joining the Fair Lawn RACES, 
please contact me. You don't have to be a Fair Lawn 


resident to be a part of Fair Lawn RACES. 


For information regarding Bergen County RACES, 


please go to http://www.bcnjraces.org. 


Thank you very much. 73 


DE Dave KD2MOB 
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Club Member Profile (Continued) 


What parts of the hobby most interest you? 


| especially love satellite, VHF/UHF, and am 
interested in things like learning about mesh 
networking in the microwave bands. 


| truly have an interest in all aspects of radio to 
some degree. It all fascinates me from “DC to 
daylight. 


What does belonging to FLARC mean to you? 
How do you/can you better contribute to the club? 


| have been a member of the club for about a year 
and a half and | thoroughly enjoy it. 


| especially like the fact that FLARC has a permanent 
clubhouse and station setup. 


Most of all it’s the people of FLARC that make the 
difference. They are friendly, helpful and we all 
learn from each other. 


Even though | have been a ham for 40 years | am 
not an expert in radio but what | do know | am 
more than willing to share and help the club get 
even better. 


What should be the club's priorities in the next 
year? 


| think the club should continue going in the 
direction that it is going. In this way we as 
members of FLARC and the broader ham 
community can benefit. 


What else can you tell the club about yourself 
and/or ham radio? 


That’s about it -- just keep going in a positive 
direction. 


What other ham related clubs or organizations do 
you belong to? 


No other clubs but | am an ARRL life member. 
Continued on page 8. 
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CW Classes To Begin 


FLARC will begin a series of code classes for those 
wishing to learn the code or increase their proficiency. 
Classes will be held on alternate Fridays at 7:00 PM in 
the small conference room downstairs in the 
Recreation Center, which is soundproofed. Keys and 
oscillators have been obtained, and oscillator building 
will begin shortly. Further details to follow. 


Code instructors will be Fred, W2AAB, and George, 
W3EH. Classes will be limited to 6 persons at a time, 
and will be available on a first-come, first-served 
basis. 


To register for the class, please contact Fred, W2AAB 
by email at: 


fbelghaus@gmail.com 


ARRL FIELD DAY 
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www.arrlorg #ARRLFD- #IGC 


Field Day is rapidly approaching -- if you have not 
joined a working or planning committee, see Steve 
(WA2BYX) to get on board. We're running our 
largest station ever so participation is a must to 
make it the best Field Day day ever. 


JUNE 23 -24 AT MEMORIAL FIELD 
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June 10, 2018 

June 15, 2018 

June 23-24, 2018 
June 28, 2018 

July 20th, 2018 
August 17,2018 
August 18, 2018 
August 18-19, 2018 
September 14, 2018 
September 15-16, 2018 
October 19, 2018 
October 21, 2018 
November 16, 2018 
November 23, 2018 
December 7, 2018 
December 21, 2018 


TBA 
TBA 


ad 


MASTER EVENT CALENDAR 
Fair Lawn Street Fair (Radburn) 
Open/No Program (see newsletter) 
Field Day 2018 
Fair Lawn Fireworks (July 5 rain date) 
Jeff Regan "Best Practices in Operating'--It's All About Etiquette" 
Vintage Station On The Air / The History Committee Fred (W2AAB) 
Field Trip To Edison National Laboratory in West Orange 
North American QSO Party SSB 
Barry Cohen (K2JV) (tentative) 
NJ QSO Party 
Ken Neubeck WB2AMU "6 Meter Operating During A Low Sunspot Cycle" 
Fair Lawn Street Fair (River Road) 
TBD 
FLARC Auction 
FLARC Holiday Party and Annual Meeting 
The State Of The ARRL (Speaker TBD) 
Upcoming Activities 
RSGB Propagation Workshop 
W1TP Enigma Presentation w/Fair Lawn Public Library 


FLARC VEC Exams 


Our next test session is scheduled for Saturday, 
June 9th beginning at 09:00 at the Community 


Center. 


No advanced registration is required but 


always appreciated. The fee is $15.00 (cash or check). 


Hidetsugu Yagi's 130th Birthday Google Doodle 


Follow FLARC ON THE WEB 


Facebook: 


Twitter: 


Blog: 


Youtube: 


Website: 
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http://blog.FairLawnARC.org 


http: 


We appreciate your support of the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club! 


http://facebook.FairLawnARC.org 


@FairLawnARC 


Please bring positive identification (license, passport, 
etc.), your original license and a copy, original CSCE 


and a copy (if credit is needed). 


contact VE-Liason@FairLawnARC.org. 


on the main website-- 


outube.FairLawnARC.or, 


http://testing.FairLawnARC.or 


http://FairLawnARC.org 


This is your Club! Be part of it! 


www.FairLawnAhke.urg 


Please refer also to the "License Exams" link 


The full exam schedule is on the club calendar at the 
FairLawnARC.org website. For further information 
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May 2018 VE Test Results 
Pete (KD2BMX) reports the following VE results 
from the May 12th test session: 


Two candidates appeared for testing and both 
candidates passed : 


Jake Redden WJ4DOC earned a General license 


John McNamara earned a Technician license 


KD2PWE 


Congrats To Larry WA2ALY 


At the May 18 meeting, our intrepid captain 
brought in certificates honoring him for the ARRL 
Triple Play WAS (Worked All States). This award is 
available to all amateurs worldwide who must use 
Logbook of the World (LoTW) to confirm QSOs with 
each of the 50 states using voice, CW, and digital 
modes for each state. 


A big congrats to Larry!! 


Larry (WA2ALY) with WAS Triple Play Certificate 
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2018 FLARC Speaker Series 
Locations: 


SPEAKERS WHO ARE FLARC MEMBERS: 
FLARC CLUBHOUSE 


SPEAKERS WHO ARE INVITED GUESTS: 
FAIR LAWN SENIOR CENTER 


If You Live in Fair Lawn, 
Elmwood Park, Glen Rock, 
Paramus or Ridgewood... 


The Publicity Committee is looking for members who 
have contacts with those involved with local civic 
organizations in these towns in order to invite them to 
Field Day. They could be your neighbors or friends. 


We especially are looking to establish contacts with local 
scout groups, Maker groups and other civic groups such 
as Lions, Rotary, etc. The committee will, of course, do 
its normal outreach but we are looking for "people who 
know people" that can help us get the word out about 
Field Day and build local attendance and participation. 
Let any committee member know or an email to 


publicity@FairLawnARC.org will work as well. 


Thanks for your help on this. 


May 2018 Blog Traffic 

A record month with the greatest number of visitors ever. .. 
and our first ever 1,000+ page views!! Residual traffic from 
W2E and a plug for The Resonator via the ARRL NNJ blog 
also may have helped. And a special thanks to our many 
bots. Here is the data: 


May Change 


2018 


May 


Views 1,097 +82% 


Visitors 691 +471% 


Posts 12 +50% 


And we continue to grow!! There is new content nearly every day 
so it's really worth the look to both =FairLawnARC.org and the 
blog. 
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It's Dark In June --- 
Program Wise At Least 


A loss of a guest speaker due to a family emergency 
and the timing of Field Day has resulted in the 
cancellation of the planned speaker program for 
June. 


However, as of press time, we may have a special 
guest stop by and visit. 


At press time, it is possible that Congressman Josh 
Gottheimer will visit the club. If schedules do not 
permit, his intention would be to send a staff 
assistant who has an interest as the congressman 
serves on the House Telecommunications committee. 


Stay tuned. 


BEQUEATHS AND DONATIONS 

Planned gifts usually imply the family donation of amateur 
equipment to the club when someone has become a Silent Key. 
But it can be more. Club members might consider making a gift 
through a will or trust; gifts that help provide lifetime income to 
the club. Consult with your lawyer, estate planner or tax advisor 


if you feel such as gift is worthy. 


About The Club 


The Resonator is published monthly and is the official (and 
only) newsletter of The Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club. 
FLARC was established in 1956 and has met continuously 
since inception. 


The club meets every Friday at 7PM at the club 
station in The Fair Lawn Community Center, 10-10 20th 
Street, Fair Lawn, NJ. Business meetings are the first 
Friday of the month at 7:30 PM. 

Visitors ARE ALWAYS welcome at our meetings. 


FLARC operates the W2NPT repeater (145.470- PL 167.9) 
located high atop the Community Center. The analog 
repeater is open to all amateurs for use without 
restrictions. 


The club has approximately 125 paid members. 
Dues are currently $25 per year/S20 for new members. 


For more information, please see our website, at 
http://membership.FairLawnARC.org 
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Ham Lite by Brian (KD2KLN) 


Aaaand.... it appears 
That #10 has his line 
above the tree branch! 


The 160 Meter Dash 


Interested in Chasing DX? 


A casual group of FLARCers including Van W2DLT, 
John KD2NRS, Brad KM2C, Karl W2KBF, Nomar NP4H, 
Steve WI2W, Larry WA2ALY, Fred W2AAB, Jim W2JC 
and Ed WX2R have formed an email group to keep 
each other in touch in (real) time of when the rare or 
interesting ones show up to chase. Interested? See or 
contact Van or Jim. 


FAIR LAWN 


N >AS 5 
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FAIR LAWN'S 
TECHNOLOGY HOUSE! 
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Past FLARC Member Profiles RACES Formally Established 


Here is a list of past member features and we In Fair Lawn! 
welcome your recommendations for new profiles 


-- including your own. Following the May FLARC business meeting, David 
Month Name Call Sign (KD2MOB) called a brief FL-RACES meeting at which we 
January 2016 Pete KB2BMX voted to adopt the Constitution and By-Laws. The 
February Marco KC2ZMA minutes are given below: 

March Ron KC2TBD 
April Kai K2TRW Minutes of Initial FL-RACES Meeting 
May Larry WAZ2ALY 
June Dave N8MAR Date: May 4, 2018 

July Steve WI2W Start Time: 8:22 PM 

August Thom W2NZ Present: David KD2MOB, Ed WX2R, Zach KC2RSS, 
September Brian KD2KLN Karl W2KBF and Steve WA2BYX. 
October Brad KM2C 
November Al WA20WL David KD2MOB announced that OEM Director Wendy 
W3EH Alvarez has approved the current draft of the FL-RACES 


December George 


January 2017 Fred W2ABE Constitution and By-Laws. David requested that we vote 


February Dave KD2MOB to adopt them. 
March Randy WU2S 
April Lee KD2DRS 
May Gene WwO2W 
June Carol KD2NMV 
July Kevin KC2KCC 
August Robert KD2NOG 
September Robert KD2BKD 
October John KD2NRS 
November Fred W2AAB 


December Margaret W2DG Submitted by Karl Frank W2KBF, FL-RACES Secretary 
January 2018 Brian KD20AZ 


February Bennett KO20K Ed note: See accompanying picture later in The 
March Van W2DLT Resonator. 

April Aly ALOY 
May Bruce NJ2BK 
June Dave N2AAM 
By the way, Randy (WU2S) has compiled a binder of all 
back issues of The Resonator and it's located in the club 


office. Thanks Randy!!! Back issues are also available on 
our website. 


The Constitution and By-Laws were adopted by 
unanimous vote as were the slate of Officers previously 
proposed. 


David noted that the next step will be to apply for a club 
call. 


Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM. 


Decorum 

We live in interesting times. In a highly fragmented 

social media world, often-times personal politics 

and opinions can become overly expressed. 

Remember that hams are always fraternal and 

collegial. Keep discussions on topics such as 

politics and religion to private, not public, club ee Steve (WAZBYX), Dave (KD2MOB), Karl (W2KBF) and 
conversations. The latter has no place in FLARC. 
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Member Profile (Continued) FLARC And The ARRL NNJ 


5 Watt Challenge 
What other types of work have you done? Three FLARC members scored in the top 10 (OK, so there 
were only 18 entrants . . at least we tried). Brian KD2KLN 
I've done a lot of voice-overs for commercials and and Harry KB3PQP also participated (they are in my log) 
radio stations, and engineering for recording studios. but apparently did not submit their logs. Congrats! 
As | mentioned, | was also President and General 
Manager of a small radio station in Virginia-WODI in net gon aeheeynN #20 
Brookneal (near Lynchburg) which | owned with a N2QBR BILL = FN20TW 750 
partner. | did everything -- it was a very small station. | K2VHW MARV. FN20TN 510 
was even the morning DJ; the program was called 
"Marthouse In The Morning". We took the station that 
was essentially out of business (it was off the air) and 
we made it profitable. | hated sales though. But it was ~  AMAKBE BARE Reo sei 
a lot of fun; a good couple of years. . ALOY ALY = FN20VW 330 


KD2NXM JERRY FN20VN 430 
K2LAX JON FN21VA 350 


KD2JQK STEVE FN20LS 300 
Even though you cannot see, you've said that you 


never really think about it especially when it comes to 
ham radio. ; AA2ZJ GERRY FN20UN 210 


KA2HZP STU FN20TS 
Not being able to see, | do things a bit differently than K2AJB ALLAN FN20TW 
a sighted person. | rely on computers that talk, etc. but 
me being blind is a characteristic that | have but it's not 
the be-all and end-all of me. I'm a broadcaster, and an -  KD2NPW ED FN20VN 
amateur radio operator but at the same time | just 
happen to be blind. It's just a minor part of being the 
whole me. 


KD2BKD BOB FN21XA 280 


KQ2RP CHRIS FN20NS 


KD2FLG FN21UG 
N2SMV FN20TF 90 


K2PHD FN20QV 20 


How does it feel to be called "The Voice"? . WY1LIE FN21UD 20 


KA2PBT FN20LS CHECKLOG 
It's flattering but it's what I've done now professionally Ww2vTV FN20VN CHECKLO 
for over 40 years. I'm flattered because | must have 


something that has made me able to do it for so long Get Direct With FLARC! 


and people still recognize me for it. Here is a direct link to specific club info: just a click away! 


http://apparel.FairlawnARC.org 
http://auction.FairlawnARC.org 
http://blog.FairlawnARC.org 
http://calendar.FairlawnARC.org 
http://events.FairlawnARC.org 
http://exams.FairlawnARC.org 
http://facebook.FairlawnARC.org 
http://membership.FairlawnARC.org 
http://news.FairlawnARC.org 
http://swap.FairlawnARC.org 
http://tech.FairlawnARC.org 
http://testing.FairlawnARC.org 
http://youtube.FairLawnARC.org 


FAIR LAWN 
See 
N ~Am» J 


Dave N2AAM AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
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The Near and Far Net 


Now starting its second year, the FLARC Near and Far 
net is off to a good start for 2018. Here is list of our 
check-ins beginning on New Year's Night in no 
particular order. Mondays at 8PM on the repeater. 


Name Call 


Gene 


wo2W 


Van 


W2DLT 


Thom 


W2NZ 


Steve 


WA2YRA 


Ed 


WX2R 


Fred 


W2AAB 


Karl 


W2KBF 


Brian 


KD2KLN 


Dave 


NK2Q 


Ron 


KC2TBD 


Dave 


KD2MOB 


Jim 


Ww2JC 


Mike 


KC2ZX 


Steve 


WA2BYX 


Robert 


KB2BKD 


Susan 


WE6SKT 


Steve 


WwIi2W 


Brad 


KM2C 


John 


KD2NRS 


Art 


WA2KXE 


Brian 


KD20AZ 


Brian 


W2EMC 


John 


KD2NRS 


Randy 


WU2S 


Jon 


KD2PDS 


A Homework Assignment From Our 
Upcoming October Speaker 


Our October 19th speaker will be Ken Neubeck 
(WB2AMU), one of the leaders in observing and 
using six meter propagation. 


In preparation of his presentation, Ken suggests that 
we listen on six meters from this point in time until 
the first week of August, and even participate in the 
ARRL VHF contest on the second weekend in June, 
use or listen to six meters during Field Day, and the 
CQ WW VHF contest in July. 


Typically, there will be some activity on the band 
around that time. Members should listen on 50.125 
for SSB activity and if there are some into FT8 mode, 
listen on 50.313. 


The summer months are when Sporadic-E activity 
occurs in force. Ken notes that he has recently had 
two consecutive days of skip into Georgia, Alabama 
and other southern states. 


He suggests that we listen as suggested and take 
notes, the talk will be more relevant and there would 
be some discussion about what they heard on 
Six Meters. 


Thanks and 73 


KEN WB2AMU 


June 2018 Net Controls 


Here are the net controls for the Monday night Near and 
Far net as The Resonator went to deadline. 


Remember the W2NPT FLARC repeater is at 145.470 (-) 
with a PL tone of 167.9. The net starts promptly at 2000 
local time. Everyone is welcome. 


June 4 


W2KBF 


June 11 


KD2KLN 


June 18 


KD2MOB 


June 25 


WX2R 


WB2AMU speaking at Pacificon about six meter DX 
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Portable Day Marks Another Success 
Damp weather could not dampen the turnout for the first of two annual get-together's by FLARC and BARA. 
A strong showing plus a chance to test upcoming Field Day installations marked the day as well as more than a 
few contacts. Our thanks to BARA for their culinary skills, with a fun time had by all. 


eee Go” 


Brad (KM2C) gets one of the dipoles up for testing. 


— - 


Brian KD2KLN at his mobile / solar bu; 2 é : 
{ } / sia Susan (W6SKT) checks out gear with Larry (WA2ALY) background. 
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Portable Day -- An Example In Cooperation For Other Clubs 
Rain or shine, one item that is not dispelled by weather is the camaraderie between FLARC and BARA in hosting 
this event twice-annually now for the last three years. It exemplifies the spirit of ham radio and brings together 
so many common interests. Thanks to the 25+ hams who made it possible. 


rape 
= é 4 


Jim (K2ZO) keeps the grill hot and active 


~ E * eo a 


How many members does it take to get this antenna in the air? 


Dave (NK2Q), Skip (KD2BRV) and Richard (K2ZB) Larry (WA2ALY) 
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Around The Shack 


Insulators - a necessary but pretty boring piece of the 
hobby, yes? Well, there are a few things to consider. 


At the ends of dipoles, inverted Ls and most any wire 
antenna we find the lowly insulator. Properties? Yes, 
right, it must have good properties. These include: 


Mechanical strength. A dipole with a tree on 
one end, or on both ends puts tremendous 
tension on the antenna wire and the insulators 
as the wind blows. If the wire is really strong 
(read: heavy copperweld), the weak link 
mechanically may be the insulator(s). 


Dielectric strength. As we discussed two months 
ago, there can be several thousand volts at the 
end of a dipole, half wave wire and other 
configurations, if we are running QRO [high 
power]. The insulator has to withstand that 
voltage without arcing over. Including when it is 
wet. 


Resistance to temperature swings. Water can 
seep into cracks in ceramic insulators and will 
cause expansion when it freezes. Over time, 
the expansion can make the insulator fail - this 
does happen. 


Finish of the holes on each end. If the holes 
have rough edges, the constant motion of the 
antenna wire, under tension against the hole in 
the insulator, will abrade the wire. This is a 
particular problem with copperweld. Wearing at 
the insulator eventually wears away the copper, 
exposing the steel core. At that point the steel 
quickly rusts and the antenna fails 
mechanically... as in, falls on the ground.. | have 
had this happen several times at N4GG. 


Color and size matter sometimes. In my deed 
restricted neighborhood, my _ stealth wire 
antennas either have their insulators painted flat 
black or, lately, I’ve been buying and using dark 
grey ones. The white ones draw too much 
attention. 


Around The Shack (2) 


The figure below shows a variety of insulators. All of 
these types (except the one on the far right) can be had 
for $1 at hamfests, and all are adequate for ham radio 
use. But some ARE better than others depending on 
the application. Let’s take a look, left to right. 


Insulators 


The first four are all “dog bone” type — aptly 
named for what they resemble. The ribs in dog 
bone insulators are there to increase the path 
length an arc would have to travel from one 
hole to the other. Also, the ribs are good at 
shedding water. For reference, the first three 
insulators are 2.5 inches long. The fourth one 
is 3 inches. 


The white one on the far left is my least favorite. 
It’s an old style ceramic type and has very rough 
hole edges. You may be able to see the copper 
color around the holes on this example — that’s 
copper that has worn off copperweld wire plus 
some rust when the underlying steel wire 
started to rust. The ribs are small too and don’t 
add much to the design. | keep this insulator 
handy to show people what not to use. 


The second from the left is a “modern style” 
ceramic — insulator. It’s okay in most 
applications. These are strong and are usually 
white or pastel blue. The hole edges can be 
sharp however — this varies a lot — inspect them 
when you buy them. 
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Memorial Day 2018 


Memorial Day 2018 Communications Support Team 
A Big Thanks For A Great Day! 


Judith KC2LTM, Fred W2ABE, Jim W2JC, Ed WX2R 
Gene WO2W, Karl W2KBF, Skip KD2BRV, Brad KM2C, Marvin N2JLC, John KC2O0CD 
Zack KC2RSS, Steve KA2YRA, Steve WA2BYX, Noel W2MSA 


The FLARC float getting ready to roll down the parade route. iin ; Be Y 
Congressman Gottheimer, Senator Menendez, WX2R, WO2W and KC2RSS 


The Only Newsletter In The World That Gives A Damn About FLARC www.FairLawnARC.org Page 13 


Around The Shack (3) 


The third from the left (white) and fourth one (grey, 
larger) are plastic insulators. The plastic used varies, 
but typically it’s polyethylene. These are strong, 
lightweight, and the holes are soft enough that they 
will not abrade the wire. The holes are also slightly 
chamfered and the wire lays in a slot as it passes 
through the hole. The three inch grey one is now the 
go-to insulator at N4GG. 


The small black and even smaller dark green ones 
(5° and 6” over) are “egg” insulators. These are 
also called “strain” insulators and “Johnny Ball” 
insulators in the power industry. The loops the 
wires create going through an egg_ insulator 
interlock — so should the insulator fail, the wire will 
stay up — or in place. This style insulator is very 
strong, since the ceramic is in compression rather 
than tension. These are always used where 
mechanical failure is not an option. Some 
examples: tower guy wires, sailboat mast stays and 
utility pole guy wires. They are fine for less stressful 
applications too of course. | use the small green 
ones to hold the corners of my K9AY receiving loop. 


The insulator on the far right is another winner. It is 
a Budwig model HQ-2. These are made from a 20% 
glass filled copolymer and they are VERY strong and 
nearly indestructible. The deep ribbing provides the 
same dielectric stand-off as a much longer insulator. 
This is the only insulator shown that can’t be had for 
S1 at any hamfest. These are $3 and worth the 
money. The black color is helpful too. 


So, people ask: “What’s the best insulator?” For the 
ultimate in strength, it’s an egg insulator, but you may 
not need that much strength and you will be getting 
ceramic - which can abrade wire. For an everyday dipole 
plastic insulators are fine. When using copperweld 
antenna wire, | think plastic insulators are a must - the 
plastic will not wear the copper off the wire. The 
ultimate “everyday” insulator is probably the Budwig. 
They are not, however, in bargain barrels at the 
hamfests. Places like HRO carry them and unlike the 6 
for $5 hamfest specials, you know exactly what you are 
getting. Budwig has made fine products for many years. 


73, 
Hal N4GG 
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Armed Forces Day QSO 


On May 12th, when we were set up at Memorial Park 
for Portable Day, | worked Special Event former U.S. 
Navy Station NSS using our club call, W2NPT. Contacts 
were made on 60 meters, using both SSB and CW. 


The Special Event was celebrating the 100th 
anniversary of the establishment of NSS, and it was the 
first time the NSS call sign has been re-activated in 
more than 40 years. 


These QSOs will be added to our station log ASAP. 

The operator worked was famous contester Frank 
Donovan, W3LPL, and the sponsoring organization was 
the Potomac Valley Radio Club (PVRC). Frank has also 


been a part of our Speakers Program. 


Commemorative QSLs are expected to be sent to the 
club for these contacts. 


73, Fred W2AAB 


100% Year lglg al 


—y 


U. S. NAVAL RADIO wanes 


NSS QSL 


Calling All Future Contributors... 


Thanks for your continuing interest in The 
Resonator and helping make it the best club 
newsletter around. We're looking for 
correspondents and contributors to add to this 
humble publication. No experience necessary... 
only enthusiasm. Tnx this month to Lee (KD2DRS). 


See Jim (W2JC) or Ed (WX2R) and we'll get you into 
digital print. 
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Joe Everhart (N2CX) Does Indeed 
Celebrate Field Day Every Day by Going Portable! 


A May 18 crowd of just over 30 members and guests enjoyed the tales, hints and kinks from one of the premier 
QRP portable operators around! A night of best practices for sure!! 


Joe uses his hand-held to recruit local contacts. 


\/ Ye 
Joe led a lively discussion on operating remote in state and 
national parks -- operating nearly every day. 


A thanks to 
Don (N2PRT) 


and Dave 
(NK2Q) 


for the pix!! 


The loop is in place for limited access 


operating space Joe has, deservedly, a reputation of being one of the best QRP ops. 
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FLARC Does Dayton Big Time! 
No wonder where the membership went on June 23rd!! A gaggle of FLARCers showed up at Dayton for 
Hamvention and they seemed to all gravitate to Randy's (WU2S) AREDN booth. Great to see a strong showing for 
our little club and we trust a lot of knowledge was brought home. TNX to Randy and Van (W2DLT) for the pix. 


fe: 


; ay 
L to R: Randy (WU2S), Brad (KM2C) and Matt (K2FTP) 


>) \ 
Bennett (KO2OK) at the busy AREDN booth. 


A great group shot!! ; 7 Nomar (NP4H) 
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“Best Operating Practices" Is The 
Focus of July's FLARC Speaker -- 
Jeff Regan (NJ5R) 


Our July 20th program will focus on a timely and 
much-needed topic of discussion in today's world of 
changing communication. 


Jeff Regan (NJ5R) will discuss how to improve your 
operating practices, ham courtesy and "learning 
right the first time" -- things we've never learned 
about good operating or long forgotten as time goes 
by. 


While having a good station certainly helps, knowing 
WHAT to do and what NOT to do when you get on the 
air is even more important. He'll start off with some 
of the basics of good operating, and learn how to use 
contests to become better operators. You won't be 
the same operator by the end the day and will be a 
force to be reckoned with on the bands! 


The plan is to make the evening an active discussion, 
so be prepared with war stories, heroics, and 
instances of what you've seen and heard while 
operating. 


Jeff is President of Tri-County Radio Association and 
brings a wealth of EMCOMM best practices to us as 
Union County Assistant E.C., R.A.C.E.S., A.R.E.S., N.T.S. 
Liaison , and ARRL VE. 


He is also an Official Emergency Station, Official Relay 
Station, and E.M.T. and a retired volunteer with the 


Roselle Park F.A.S. 


He is also a CPR Instructor, a retired Special Police 
Officer, an O.E.M. Officer and is Red Cross Certified in 
Disaster Services. 


So save the date, gather your stories and come to the 


Senior Center at 7PM on July 20th for a night of 
discussion and learning. 


AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
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Volunteer - Minded Hams 
Are All Around Us. 


Having just returned from Hamventionon Sunday, 
visions of the AMSAT/TAPR banquet were dancing in 
my head as | attended the Space Tech conference this 
week in Pasadena, CA. SDR, satellite bandwidth, 
augmented reality as explained by Jeri Ellsworth, and 
even EMCOMM were the same exact subjects 
explored albeit with a pecuniary sense by the panel of 
experts on the stage in front of me. | thought, “there 
must be a Ham amongst these icons somewhere.” 
Well, a few clicks at Linked-in and QRZ and | 
confirmed my idea. 


-Brian Roberts (KB3KID), a young robotic expert from 
NASA Goddard, talked of the upcoming flight, first of 
its kind, servicing satellites to prolong their life. When 
you search out Mr. Roberts on the web you realize 
he’s not just an outstanding cutting-edge scientist, not 
just a Ham, but also a member of the local fire 
department! How alike he is to the many people | 
meet coming through the VE exams here at FLARC to 
either get their initial ticket or to upgrade or frankly 
many of our members. 


Hams helping the community are all around us even if 
they seem humbly hidden in society like the aliens in 
Men in Black at times. 

DE Lee KD2DRS 

Local Club QSO 


A local QSO between WU2S and WX2R on May 6 
captured for posterity as well as the exchanged QSLs. 


WU2S DE WX2R 
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Theoretics Demystified 


What is an amplifier? 


A device that takes a small amount of control or signal to 
vary or produce a greater change at the output end. 


The ancients and gramophone makers of old, used a simple 
horn with a small opening at the speaking end and a large 
opening at the delivery end. That was before the advent of 
triode tubes or solid state devices. When they came along, it 
became possible to control the plate output voltage and 
current depending on the circuitry just by varying the grid 
input voltage. (Just remember that tubes needed to be 
properly biased so that they would be operating in their 
design curve and not saturating, that is continuously 
conducting or cutting off, that means not conducting). A 
properly biased tube will conduct and because there is a 
voltage drop across the load that varies with the plate 
current and due to ohms law amplification is the result. 


In actuality a modern amplifier is a modulated power supply. 
Beyond that there are feedback circuits which take part of 
the output signal, invert it and send it back to the input in 
order to keep the amplifier stable and not oscillate. That is 
needed as there is an inherent tendency when a great 
amount of amplification is achieved to have positive 
feedback between amplification stages and _ positive 
feedback is one of the requirements in order to sustain 
oscillation. 


Specific amplifiers depending on the usage have special 
circuitry to shape and control the signal to produce a desired 
waveform output. RF amplifiers have resonant circuits so 
that they will more efficiently amplify the frequencies in use 
and reject those not needed. This helps with making the 
design more efficient and cost effective. 


Amplifiers range from units that put out hundreds of 
thousands of watts, those that are used for servo control, 
and microscopic ones that are in your cell phone and 
Bluetooth devices. There are many classes of amplifier 
architecture from A which is pure analog, to the purely 
digital class T which is extremely efficient but limited by its 
sampling frequency. (That is chopping up the signal into bits 
to digitally amplify it). 


Almost every modern device especially those we call cell 
phones have amplifiers in them along with oscillators which 


we discussed last month. 


Fred W2ABE. 73. 
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In A Nutshell 


Field Day is coming up! Get on the air but remember 
that safety is paramount. The object of Field Day is 
preparedness and introduction of new people to the 
hobby, but most of all it is a time of learning and 
FUN! Ham radio is the only hobby where you need a 
license and it is worldwide. Remember the first 
"makers" were hams, they had to build their own 
gear! We still build and experiment even to this day. 
There are many new technologies and modes of 
operation being pursued, so get involved and learn! 


Fred W2ABE, 73. 


2018 Edison Fest Continues... 
Now Also At Menlo Park!! 


At the BARA hamfest we ran into Chuck (K2RRV) 
who also doubles as a tour guide at the Thomas 
Edison Center and Menlo Park Museum, separate 
from our August trip to the Edison Lab in West 
Orange. 


Menlo Park was Edison's first laboratory and he 
later moved to West Orange to be closer to New 
York for business purposes. 


We've set Saturday, October 27th as a day for a 
visit, with Chuck leading the tour. Admission is 
$5.00 and will be quite a complement to our earlier 
visit. 


Let Ed (WX2R) know of your interest and we can 
take it from there. 


Edison Monument at Menlo Park 
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Tech Talk 


When You Have a Face Made for Radio ... 
.. you might want to consider the visual domain of amateur radio. 


Huh? Almost all the operating modes hams talk about are based on recognizing sounds. We hear familiar 
voices on the local repeater, make new and distant friends on high-frequency single-sideband (HF SSB), 
decipher the dits and dahs of Morse code, or tune in the strange tones of the many digital modes. 

But ham radio also has a rich history of sending pictures as a feast for our Sen, 

eyes instead of our ears. Some of the earliest artwork predates radio = 

entirely as typewriter art. There are documented examples of pictures 

made with printed characters as early as 1898 and may have existed even IE Re 

earlier’. Sich eee 

After the development of radio-teletype (RTTY) and the Baudot code, the 

opportunities for creating and sharing text art increased dramatically’. 


The need to send pictures from space exploration satellites and the moon =— 

led to the development of slow-scan television (SSTV)* The FCC allowed 

hams to send SSTV transmissions in 1968 but at that time the equipment 

was expensive and needed technical expertise. As affordable computers 

with soundcards became available, hams wrote programs to manage SSTV 

images using both SSB and FM nodulation. SSTV was not television aS WE Jo on mmramamnmernrornrronnnnnn 
know it since it could only send still images. a oe 


NAXXXXNAAAAAAAXXNAN MICHIAN CITY INDIANA 46360 XXXXSQXXAAAANSAAN 
XXXXXXXX 4-14-79 XXXXXNNXXXXXNXAXXXXNANAXNXNNN PIX. NO, 3 NXXXXXXXNAX 
RXXXXXXXXKXXXNNHHXXKKX XXXII KANN IK NAN 


Broadcast quality television on the amateur bands became possible as equipment costs dropped. This 
method uses analog gear and is often call fast-scan television (FSTV). Hams used the 70 cm, 33 cm and 
23 cm bands (420 MHz, 900 MHz and 1.2 GHz) and established ATV repeaters on some of them’. 


During the 1990s and into the 21™ century, digital cameras of steadily increasing quality became available 
at low cost. While the ham analog television transmissions did not completely disappear, the digital 
revolution in photography rekindled interest in video in amateur radio. A small but very active community 
is supported by the publication ATV Quarterly. During the recent Hamvention 2018 and without any prior 
planning, this magazine’s publisher, Rod WB9KMO, and | setup an AREDN mesh link across the fairgrounds 
from the ATV booth to the AREDN booth on 5.8 GHz. With streaming video cameras at both ends of the RF 
circuit, we showed this operating mode to hundreds of hams. 


The increasing number of affordable first-person viewer (FPV) radio-controlled aircraft is generating a 
renewed interest in ham band streaming video from the cockpits of these machines. 


So, the next time your ears get a little tired from listening to the static and trying to pull out the weak 
signals, put your eyes to work with an aspect of ham radio you may not have considered. 


Here’s looking at you, kid. 


73s 
DE Randy (WU2S) 
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Radburn Street Fair Is Sunday, 
June 10th 


We can always use volunteers to help staff our 
table for this annual event, which helps in our 
community commitment and usually results in a 
new member or two. 


At press time, so far Judith (KC2LTM), Fred 
(W2ABE), Jim (W2JC) and Ed (WX2R) have said 
"yes" and Karl (W2KBF) might also help. But we 
can always use more volunteers. See Ed and let 
him know that you can help. 


FLARC at the 2017 Radburn Street Fair 


Ever Wonder Why You See So Few 
Young Amateur Operators? 


Maybe because they increasingly don't know 
what a "radio" is. A recent report by Edison 
Research showed that this year 83% of AM/FM 
radio listeners noted having a regular radio in 
working condition where they live that they use. 
That’s down from 88% last year and 89% the 
year before. 


Tellingly, it’s Millennials that are the least likely to 
own and use a radio where they live: just 68% 
reported that to be the case, compared to 81% of 
Gen Xers, 90% of Boomers and 94% of Silents. 


DE Ed WX2R 
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Tech Talk (Addenda) 


References: 
1. http://www.typewritermuseum.org/lib/library art 
2.html 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ASCII_art 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slow-scan_television 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amateur_television 
ATV Quarterly: http://atvquarterly.com/ 
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Figure 1 Example of text art- a tank and a truck. 
Images are in the public domain. 


Figure 2 Example of a high-quality SSTV image. This 
file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution- 
Share Alike 3.0 Unported license. Attribution: en: User: 
Little Professor 
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AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
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KD2MOB Formalizes The Start More Memorial Day Pictures 


Of RACES In Fair Lawn 
A thanks to Steve (KA2YRA) for supplying some 


RACES was formally created on May 25th as Dave additional pix of the Memorial Day parade. 


(KD2MOB) took the oath of office as RACES 
President, administered by Fair Lawn Mayor 
Kurt Peluso, at the annual installation dinner. 
Congrats Dave! 


te 


we > BS @ 


R Dave (KD2MOB), Steve (KA2YRA) and Steve (WA2BYX) 


Dave (KD2MOB) and Mayor Peluso 


Zz 


C frolics down Fair Lawn Avenue 


Old Friends QSO 


Nice to see a serendipitous contact between 
Jim (W2JC) and Hal (N4GG) on June 2 on 
12 meters FT8 tonight !!! Jim just happened to 
go up there to see if there was any activity, and 
there was Hal and his familiar call sign! 


Hal is now a= regular contributor to 
The Resonator. Hal belonged, a long time 
ago, to FLARC and the FLHS ham club and 
was part of our "old-timers" net that we did 
last August. 
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The Way We Were 
By Fred Belghaus (W2AAB) 


This month, we continue our look at amateur radio magazines from 
years gone by that are no longer published, some of which served 


special interests in amateur radio. 
Image from May, 1926 QST, courtesy ARRL 


Today, FLARC is a first-rate amateur radio club. Its many programs, activities, operating positions, work area, 
museum, and sponsored events must be the envy of smaller, or even larger, but less-well organized clubs. We 
have some of the best people in our midst. They are smart, knowledgeable, and best of all, friendly and 
accepting towards everyone. We may be justly proud of the club we have built. 


Once upon artime there was 
a littie Yadio Clubec: 


But we weren’t always that way. There was a time, long ago, when FLARC resembled an asylum for 
incorrigible teens; a kind of reform school for middle class suburban kids with nothing better to do than 
raise hell. | know, because once, | was one of them. 


Why write about such an unpopular topic? To teach us that the best can come out of the worst, and that no 
matter where we came from, change for the better is not only possible, but easily within reach, provided we 
have the necessary resolve and guidance to make things better. 


In those distant days, we were a relatively unorganized, often chaotic collection of malcontents, bent on 
transgression of every kind and at any cost, and fueled by teenage angst. If it were not for the efforts of the 


adults among us, chiefly Frank Leonard, many of us might have ended up in the hoosegow. 


Continued on page 23. 
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Our meeting-place was the old Recreation Clubhouse, located on Gardiner Road, at the corner of 11" 
Street, where the Senior Center is now. This building was once the Acker estate, built in the 1850s, and the 
site of the famous lawn that stretched from its front door, down to what would later become Fair Lawn 
Avenue, and which gave the town its name. 


&. 


From: “Growth of Fair Lawn is Phenomenal” by Kenneth Strafer, The Record, c. 1970 


Several organizations occupied that building, including the Fair Lawn Hunting and Fishing Club, the 
Fair Lawn Auxiliary Police, the Fair Lawn Players, The Fair Lawn Rocketry Club and, of course, FLARC. 
The three windows across the second floor front were in the large room where we held business meetings. 
The second floor extension at extreme right in the picture is where the FLARC rooms were located. Little 
did our neighbors know of the dark deeds being done in those rooms on the second floor, where FLARC- 
ites congregated to let off adolescent steam. 


No, not everything we did was wild. But that which wasn’t wild was, at least, comical in its absurdity. 
Before | begin this confessional look at our past, | will state beforehand that only first names will be used, 
and no call signs. Sometimes, no names will be used at all — to protect the guilty. 


<>< ><><><> 


One of our members was a Novice named Chris. He lived in the Radburn section. As soon as he passed his 
Novice license, he began building his transmitter. It was a noble effort, and one that was far more 
common in the days before fancy transceivers were advertised in four color spreads in QST and sold to new 
hams for big bucks. The circuit was from an article by Lew Mc Coy, W1ICP, which was intentionally made 
simple, and supposedly easy for beginners to build. 

Continued on page 24. 
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Well, Chris worked on his transmitter, and worked, and worked. Months passed, and he kept working on it. Some of 
us asked him how he was doing. The only answer we received was that he was “still working on it.” More months 
passed, and soon, twelve months, and Chris’ Novice license expired. He never did finish his transmitter. He never 
went on the air, and as far as is known, never got a higher license. It’s been more than 50 years now, but still | 
wonder what became of poor old Chris. Maybe he’s out in the darkness somewhere, putting the finishing touches 
on his transmitter. With a little luck, he may even finish it. 


<>< >< ><><> 


There were two other FLARC members who made a valiant effort to build their own rigs. One of them was David, 
who also lived in Radburn. David was a friend and classmate of mine, and a member of the Fair Lawn High School 
Amateur Radio Club. He was a quiet, studious type, who carried around a large leather briefcase full of math books. 
He was never seen without his slide rule. For those who don’t know, a slide rule was the mechanical predecessor of 
the electronic calculator, once favored by mathematicians and engineers. 


David built a Heathkit “Twoer,” a simple 2 meter transceiver. He worked on it diligently, and finally finished it after 
several months. He did a nice job, I’m told, except for one thing. Before soldering the wire leads to tube sockets and 
terminal strips, he didn’t bother removing the insulation from the hookup wire, so no contact was made anywhere 
the wires went. It also must have been a rather smelly job, applying a hot soldering iron to the plastic insulation. 
Have you ever smelled melting plastic? 


Anyway, one of our older members, Bob, was called in to resuscitate David’s dead “Twoer.” After working for some 
time, Bob managed to re-wire it and get it in working order. Afterwards, David made two contacts on 2 meters, 
passed his General, but hardly ever operated. After five years, the term of license for Generals in those days, he let 
his license expire, and dropped out of ham radio. 


Another of our wanna-be builders was Linda. She built a Heathkit DX-60, a popular HF Novice transmitter in those 
days. Linda was determined to make sure those wires stayed soldered. At least, unlike David, she removed the 
insulation first. But she used acid-core, plumbing solder, which ate away at the wire, the terminals, and probably the 
chassis, too. 


Again, Bob had to come to the rescue, which he did, somehow managing to re-build this hapless transmitter. | know 
he succeeded, because | later worked Linda on her re-built DX-60. Linda’s Novice license also expired, and she left 
ham radio, but not before a certain un-named neighbor and FLARC member built a spark transmitter and worked 
Linda on 15 meters, using a phony call, and giving a phony address for a QSL. 


<>< ><><><> 


There was another guy named Bob in the club, who didn’t yet have his amateur license. He liked to build, though. 


uw 


One of his projects was a “weather detector.” | remember asking him what it was supposed to detect. He said it 
would tell you when there was lightning nearby. | asked him why he didn’t just look out the window. He just stared 
back at me, open-mouthed, as if | had two heads. Bob eventually got his ham license. I’ve never heard him on the 
air, though. 
<><><><><> 


There was a certain elderly gentleman named Carl, who lived on Burbank Street, right across from the old “A” wing 
of the High School. He had an Extra Class and a 2-letter call, back in the days when nobody needed an Extra Class, 
and when 2-letter calls meant that you were a real “old timer.” He was a retired engineer, who sometimes came to 
the club, although | don’t think he was a paid member. 

Continued on page 25. 
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Carl would regale us youngsters with ominous warnings. “Amateur radio is the worst thing for young people,” he’d 
say. “You should spend your time studying to be engineers, not wasting time going on the air.” He also insisted that 
everybody must learn calculus. 


| disagreed, and once confronted the old geezer with the statement that | had no intention of ever becoming an 
engineer, and that my goal was to either become a journalist or professional writer, so why must | learn calculus? 


Carl stared at me in disbelief. “What do you mean you don’t want to be an engineer?” 


“Not everybody who has a ham radio license is interested in becoming an engineer,” | told him. “For many of us, if 
not most, it is a hobby.” Carl simply could not imagine that. 


I’m told that in his house, Carl had all Collins equipment, in those days, the top-of-the-line equipment available to 
amateurs — but no antenna. Evidently, that expensive station hadn’t been turned on in some time. In a self- 
published tract entitled “QRT,” (the Q-signal meaning “stop sending”) | depicted Carl’s expensive, but cobweb 
covered, neglected rig. 


Years later, | worked Carl on 6 meter AM. He didn’t remember me, which was just as well. He later moved back to 
his home state of Michigan, and was never heard from again. Naturally, he wouldn’t have been heard from. No 
doubt, he was studying calculus, and not wasting his time by being on the air. 

<><><><><> 

There was a member named Roy who tried hard to learn the code, but never could get past a few letters. His excuse 
was that he was ‘hard of hearing.’ One day, | decided to test that assertion. Standing at least ten feet away from 
him, | spoke in a low voice to some other guys at the club, calling Roy an expletive. 


He stormed over to me. “Hey! What’s the big idea?” he demanded. 


“Nothing, Roy, but thanks for proving to us that you can’t copy code because you’re ‘hard of hearing.’” 


Roy never did get a license, but maybe he bought a hearing aid. 


<><><><><> 
Continued on page 26. 
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One of our members became known as the “Twoer Kid.” This nickname referred to his preference for 2 meters, and 
particularly for his use of a Heathkit “Twoer,” a low power transceiver favored by Novices and Techs. The 
“Twoer Kid” was the guy who collected the monthly dues. He roamed through all the rooms occupied by the club, 
announcing in a voice that was at least 20 dB over S9, “Come on you guys—DUES!” He was also the guy who 
collected for the weekly “Dark Horse.” This was an unauthorized game of chance, into which members were 
expected to contribute fifty cents. Names of contributors were written on slips of paper, and then deposited in 
somebody’s hat or similar receptacle. The entries were mixed up, and the winner determined by reaching into this 
receptacle and drawing the winning name. The prize was whatever had been collected. | always paid my dues, but | 
never won the pot. 


Once, the club decided it needed a new toolbox. Funds were procured for this purpose, and two members, both 
officers, bought the toolbox at Kuiken’s Hardware. The “Twoer Kid” was not happy, though. He complained that 
they needed “a bigger toolbox.” In reply, the two officers made several suggestions to the “Twoer Kid.” The only one 
that can be repeated in mixed company was that he should buy one, himself. 


<><><><><> 


“Limbo Rich” lived on Edward Street. He was a senior in high school when | was a sophomore. His nickname was 
derived from a popular song in those days, “The Limbo” by Chubby Checker. It was a Caribbean dance, and Rich 
traced his ancestry to that part of the world. The object was to move the body under a horizontal bar, and continue 
to do so as the bar was lowered, closer and closer to the ground, without upsetting or touching the bar. One day at 
the High School Radio Club, Rich laid a large steel pipe between two chairs, and demonstrated how to do this dance. 
The nickname stuck, and Rich went down to fame and glory. 


Rich had a nice Drake 2-B receiver and a Heathkit DX-60 transmitter, neither of which he ever used, although he had 
a General class license. He insisted that what we should be doing at the club is “furthering the radio art,” an 
expression coined by the A.R.R.L. to mean that we should all be building more of our own equipment. 


| had built a number of things already, not from kits, but from scratch, using articles in ham magazines or the 
Handbook. | once asked Rich what he’d built himself besides a Heathkit. He stammered, and finally replied, “Well— 
nothing, but some day, | hope to build something.” “Good for you, Rich,” | told him, “Let us know when you do.” 


After five years, Rich’s license expired. If he ever built anything, we never knew about it. 

<><><><><> 

There was a certain very prominent member of FLARC who was known to enjoy a “little nip o’ the creatur” now and 
then (mainly “now” rather than “then.”) One night, after he left the club, a few of us got in somebody’s car and 
followed him in his two-tone Chevy, curious to know where he might be going. 


He drove down 11" Street, turned right onto Fair Lawn Avenue, and thence to River Road. He stopped at a certain 
liquor store and went in. Moments later, he emerged carrying a brown paper bag with a large bottle inside. We 
knew his favorite brand was Four Roses, and although we didn’t know for sure, we guessed that what was in that bag 
wasn’t club soda. 


<><><><><> 


There was another guy, a high school teacher, who lived in what was then called East Paterson (now Elmwood Park). 
He was a Technician class, but admittedly, not a techie. He would bring his Heathkit “Twoer” to the club still in its 
original box. Then, to put it on the air, he would begin by saying, “Okay, boys, tune it up for me,” which someone, 
usually the “Twoer Kid,” would do for him. 

Continued on page 27. 
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Once this was done, the rig was set up and he went on 2 meters. When finished operating, he concluded by saying, 
“Okay, boys, pack it up for me,” and the “Twoer” was put back in its box. Shortly thereafter, he would leave. 


Years later, he moved to Fair Lawn, and passed his General class. | worked him once on 20 meter SSB. | wonder 
whether he had someone take his rig out of a box, tune it up, then put it back in its box for him after he finished 
operating. 


<><><><><> 


For a while, | thought FLARC might have to change its name to the Fair Lawn Pizza Club. There were two young guys 
at the club, Glenn and Bob (a third one). They came there mainly to order pizza pies and eat them in the code 
practice room. But the “Pizza Kids” never threw the boxes out, so they piled up — and piled up, forming a stack at 
least a foot high. 


Frank Leonard discovered them, and to his dismay, found that they contained generous remnants of moldy pizza and 
smelly cheese. After a brief investigation, the two “Pizza Kids” pleaded guilty to creating the pile. They were 
sentenced to removing them promptly, and to practice better housekeeping in the future. This incident was 
memorialized in a little comic book that | wrote, showing the re-named club and the two. 


One night, the “Pizza Kids” were at the club with a third, older club member. One of the two had brought a cache 
of cherry bombs that he had bought in Florida, and set them off inside a large metal garbage can in the project 
room. The third member, disturbed by this, told them “You’re nuts!” and left. After the third member had gone, 
somebody called the cops. | am told that the “Pizza Kids” were arrested, fingerprinted, and given a stern warning. 
One of them still lives in Fair Lawn. The other later moved to Florida, no doubt because there, he could buy lots of 
cherry bombs. 


<><><><><> 


Continued on page 28. 
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Bill was a Novice class. We used to pester him by telling him to study for his General, and he’d say, “Aw, you Gen’rul 
guys don’t know nothin’. What do | need a Gen’rul for?” Needless to say, Bill never advanced beyond his Novice 
license, which soon expired. 


Bill drove a’57 De Soto. It was one of those long, low cars with big fins on the back, which made it look like a cross 
between an enormous fish and an airplane. Sometimes, after a club meeting, a few of us would pile into that car, 
and Bill would “bomb around,” but not before collecting 20 cents from each of us for gas. Yes, gasoline was a lot 
cheaper in those days. 


“Bombing around” was a popular sport back then. A bunch of teens, all male, would get in somebody’s car and drive 
around aimlessly, pausing only to holler at girls and sometimes make naughty suggestions. That’s what we did. | 
don’t know what the hell we would have done if one of those girls actually came over to the car. 


These trips usually ended after a visit to Johnny & Hange’s, which was in Paterson back then, for a hot dog, or to 
Toby’s on Route 20 for a burger. These snacks were cheap, but satisfying in a teenage sort of way. Bicarbonate of 
soda was not on the menu at these establishments, and had to be purchased elsewhere. 


<><><><><> 


One of our pastimes at FLARC was various forms of mischief. | was one of the specialists in this activity. My favorite 
trick was a creative use of quarter watt resistors. At our club room, there was a large bench area, subdivided into 
work stations. Each workstation bore a building project of some kind, and separate power outlets with circuit 
breakers. 


| would make sure that all the breaker outlets were turned off. Then, I’d take a handful of quarter watt resistors, and 
push each wire lead into the two slots of the breaker outlets. Then, I’d move from workstation to workstation, 
turning on the current. As | did, the little resistors would explode like firecrackers and trip the breakers. Pop! Pop! 
Pop! Pop! Pop! \|t was greatly amusing, at least, to me. Frank Leonard used to wonder what happened to all those 
quarter watt resistors. Nobody had the heart to tell him. Sorry, Frank. 

<><><><><> 

One of our guys discovered that in the attic of the building, there were sheets of glass stored, presumably those 
removed from the old building’s ancient windows. One night, three of our members turned off the lights in the club 
room, locked the door, and climbed the stairs to the attic, taking armfuls of glass sheets with them, out onto the 
roof. 


One after another, the glass sheets were pitched off the side of the building away from the street and into the 
darkness below. As the sound of tinkling glass was heard, I’m told, all three broke into restrained but satisfied 
laughter. This went on until all the sheets of glass had been tossed. 


1” 


one of the 


At that moment, a patrol car is said to have slowly approached the building. “Hey! It’s the cops 
members said, and the three ducked down, so as not to be seen. One of them, bolder than the others, crawled over 
to the edge of the roof, and saw the driver stop in the middle of Gardiner Road. The patrol car then slowly moved in 
front of the building, paused, and, hearing nothing, moved on, and left. 


My anonymous source reports that the three members up on the roof breathed a sigh of relief. They beat a hasty 
retreat down the stairs, and ran home. 


<><><><><> 
Continued on page 29. 
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There was a deep storage closet in the code practice room, where various pieces of no longer used or broken 
equipment were stored, along with a cache of radio parts. Among these items were two cheap, Heathkit CB walkie- 
talkies. All they needed was a nine volt battery to operate, a need quickly fulfilled by a couple of members who had 
discovered them. 


These two members had been trashing the Citizens Band for some time, illegally loading up their ham transmitters 
on 11 meters, causing havoc and driving local CBers crazy by taunting them. There was a certain CBer in Passaic who 
was notorious for his dirty mouth and violent behavior. He operated on Channel 11. The two members discovered 
that the walkie-talkies were also on Channel 11, so they decided to have some fun at the expense of the offensive 
CBer. 


“Borrowing” the better of the two walkie-talkies, they drove down to President Street in Passaic, and easily found 
the CBer’s address. His “Super Magnum” antenna stood out like a monument. They parked right under the antenna, 
and waited for Mr. Foulmouth to come on the air, which he soon did. Instantly, the two members started by 
dumping carriers with the walkie-talkie. This got Mr. Foulmouth annoyed — so annoyed that he started hurling a 
barrage of obscenities. 


Undaunted, the two members now took to challenging the CBer. They gave a phony address in Paterson, daring Mr. 
Foulmouth to go there and duke it out. Mr. Foulmouth accepted the challenge, and as soon as he did, the driver of 
the car containing the two members peeled out at high speed, both members laughing their heads off. 


It is unknown what happened at the phony address in Paterson. 
<><><><><> 


There were two guys from Paterson who used to visit the club, but they never joined. One was someone I'll call 
Big John, the other, Harry. Big John was a bit of a bully. He delighted in taunting many of us, especially Julius. Julius 
was only 12 years old when he got his Novice license. He was now 13, a General class, and the youngest member of 
the club. Big John derived a perverse enjoyment from stomping on Julius’ toes and crushing them, sometimes 
making Julius cry. 


| objected, and Big John called me an expletive. | hurled a worse expletive right back at him, which he evidently 
didn’t expect. He backed down. Several of us told Big John he was not welcome at the club, and he and Harry left, 
never to return. 


Big John was also famous for another thing. He was sometimes heard on 15 meters using phony DX calls. He once 
fooled one of our members, yet another guy named Bob, into believing he had worked “VP8BY” on the Falkland 
Islands. We never quite let Bob live down the fact that he had been taken in. 


Postscript: Big John gave up ham radio years ago. | guess he ran out of exotic call signs to bootleg. 


<><><><><> 
Mischief often knows no bounds, and one of the more pointless acts committed by some of us took place sometime 


in 1965. The culprits were seventeen, and seniors in Fair Lawn High School. They should have known better, but 
they didn’t, which is why we have a story to tell. 
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In warmer months, it could get quite hot and uncomfortable in the old building. There was only one air conditioner 
on the second floor, located in the area where the Players rehearsed, an area not used by FLARC except to hold 
meetings. 


On the second floor there was also a door opening to a flight of wooden stairs which led to the attic. In this space, 
mounted in the outside wall was an enormous exhaust fan. Its blades from tip to tip were about five feet long, and it 
was driven by a large, powerful motor. When the door at the foot of the stairs was opened, and the fan turned on, it 
provided cooling for those parts of the second floor without air conditioning. 


Three individuals, | am told, in exploring the attic one Saturday with no one about, discovered piles of boxes 
containing packages of paper towels for the toilet. These weren’t recently purchased, and were obviously up there, 
undiscovered for many years. One of the three had a “bright” idea. Two dozen packages or so of paper towels were 
carried down to where the big fan was. The packages were then ripped open, and laid in front of the fan. Then, the 
ventilator slats to the outside were opened. 


When this had been done, the three snuck back down the stairs, and one of them threw the big switch to start the fan. 
It started slowly at first, but soon gained speed. As it did, the suction it created was so powerful that it slammed the 
door shut with a loud bang. There was the sound of paper flying around and hitting the blades of the fan. 


After a minute or two, one of the teens pulled on the door, opened it, and turned off the switch. Looking up the 
stairs as the fan blades slowed, then stopped, there were no paper towels or packages to be seen. Every last scrap of 
paper had been sucked out. The three co-conspirators slowly ascended the stairs, and peered out the open slats. 


Looking down 11" Street, they saw the brown paper towels everywhere—hanging from telephone wires, and stuck 


to the poles, wrapped around streetlights, and covering trees, lawns, shrubs, cars, and the sides of houses. A couple 
of them were being chased by an angry cocker spaniel. Others were seen blowing down the street. 


The group, it is said, broke into unrestrained mirth. Then reality hit them like a two-by-four across the face. “Holy 
@#S%!” one of them reportedly said, “Let’s get the hell out of here!” 


The trio quickly vacated the premises. | am told they were still laughing about this for months afterwards. They 
should have at least been charged with littering. 


<><><><><> 


I’m not quite sure of the chronology, but it was sometime around then that Monte Weed, the Borough’s Recreation 
Department Commissioner put his foot down. From now on, we were told in a special meeting, no teenager was 
allowed on the premises unless accompanied by an adult. An exception was made only for officers, who had keys, 
but who had to notify an adult that the club was going to be open, and that supervision was needed. This solved 
many potential problems. After that, the wildness either stopped entirely, or was greatly minimized. 


Consequently, we got more serious, and responsible. We did more constructive things, but sometimes those 
constructive things had their comical moments. 


Continued on page 31. 


The Only Newsletter In The World That Gives A Damn About FLARC www.FairLawnARC.org Page 30 


One of our better efforts was the time we performed the benevolent act of checking coats for an affair at the Fair 
Lawn Jewish Center on Norma Avenue. Somewhere in our club archives there is a picture taken at this event, with a 
homemade sign announcing who we were and why we were there. The sign, incidentally, was drawn by our chain- 
smoking pal Jimmy, and included a cartoon of a human figure trapped inside the glass envelope of an enormous 
vacuum tube. 


We all wore badges identifying our connection with the club. | remember making the rounds among the attendees, 
and coming to one table, | was stopped by a gentleman whom | would guess was in his late 50s or early 60s. He 
introduced himself as Marty, W2IOW, and said that he lived on Greenwood Drive. Marty thanked me and the club 
for the help we provided, and then he said, “By the way, how’s five meters?” 


The five meter band, | told him, hadn’t existed since 1945, when it was replaced by the 6 meter band. Evidently, 
Marty hadn’t been active of late. 


<><><><><> 


It wasn’t until 1965 that the club finally obtained a call sign of its own. Frank Leonard was named as Trustee. The 
call we got was WB2RLO. Here’s one of our original QSL cards.... 


FAIR LAWN 
AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


WB2RLO 


lith Street and Gardiner Road 
Fair Lawn, N. J. 


It didn’t take long before one of us devised some “special” phonetics for this call: “Real Lousy Operators.” Well, we 
weren’t all lids, but somehow, it fit. An alternative was We Belong 2 Radio’s Lousiest Organization. | plead guilty to 
that last one. 

<><><><><> 


The “General Room” was located at the top of the ground floor stairs leading to the second floor. It was the “Holy of 
Holies” in our place of radio worship. Only General Class or higher hams were allowed to have keys. Novices and 
Techs could only gain admittance if accompanied by a higher class licensee. 


The station there was a Heathkit TX-1 “Apache” transmitter, and the receiver was a Hallicrafters SX-101A. On the 
roof was a 3 element Hornet Triband beam, which had little “eggbeater” shaped loops at the ends of their elements, 
to provide end-loading, and thereby shorten the element lengths. A CDE antenna rotator box lay on top of the 
receiver, which activated the rotator for the beam. These were impressive items in their day, the sort of equipment 
Novices could only dream of owning, unless their daddies had a big bank account. 


An image of the Heath “Apache” can be found here... 
http://www. rigpix.com/heathkit/tx1.htm 
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It ran 180 watts input on CW, 150 watts input on AM phone, and covered 80 through 10 meters with a built-in VFO. 
A separate SSB adapter could be purchased. We didn’t have one of those, though. 


The SX-101A receiver was also a big hunk of iron, as most equipment was in those days. It covered 80 through 10 
meters, receiving CW, AM and SSB. It was one of the better receivers available in its day. 
Here’s what one looked like... 


https://people.ohio.edu/postr/bapix/SX101A.html 


These two worked pretty well for us, but one day, the modulation transformer in the transmitter gave out. Until a 
replacement could be ordered, we wondered how we might be able to operate on HF phone. | remembered a trick 
an old timer had once taught me, and | decided to try it. 


We borrowed our Novice transmitter, a Heathkit AT-1, which had no modulator. Somebody had a Bogen Public 
Address amplifier, which would be used as part of my proposed experiment. We then foraged in our parts closet for 
a high voltage power transformer, the kind that was probably retrieved from an old TV set. 


The plan was as follows: To connect a microphone to the Bogen amplifier, and the audio output from the Bogen 
amplifier to the primary leads of the power transformer. The primary would be the two black leads, and they would 
have the lowest resistance value. Then, find the high voltage winding of the transformer secondary either by 
locating the red leads, or, preferably, by using an ohmmeter. The pair of leads with the highest resistance reading 
would be the high voltage secondary because it had the greatest number of turns. 


The output of the audio amplifier would be low impedance, and the primary of the power transformer would 
probably also be low impedance because there were fewer turns. The high voltage secondary would have many 
more turns, and it would present a much higher impedance value at audio frequencies. 


Next, we would have to connect a 2 conductor cable from the high voltage transformer secondary winding, 
terminating it in a quarter inch phone plug. The phone plug then went into the key jack of the AT-1 transmitter. 
With cathode keying in the transmitter, what you are supposed to get is cathode modulation, which, although not as 
good as high-level plate modulation, would at least be acceptable. 


Well, we tried it, and it worked. The little AT-1, Bogen amplifier and power transformer, now repurposed as a 
modulation transformer, produced respectable audio output. To test it further, | called CQ on ten meters, and was 
answered by a mobile station, WB2HWR, in what was then called West Paterson. 


We chatted for about ten minutes, and all seemed well. Then, | smelled something burning. It was that distinctive 
smell of electrical insulation being zorched! Then, while still transmitting, a thin line of blue smoke arose out of the 
power transformer. | quickly turned off the Bogen amplifier, then the transmitter, leaving my contact on ten meters 
no doubt wondering what had happened to us. 


| felt the end bell of the transformer. It was so hot that | burned my finger on it. Leaving the transformer to cool 
down awhile, | meantime got a screwdriver, and disassembled the transformer. Billows of white, stinky smoke 
poured out, bounced off the ceiling, and spread out like the rings formed by a nuclear detonation. The paper 
insulation over the windings was blackened, the shellac applied to the paper still bubbling hot. In seconds, the 
General Room was filled with the most acrid, nauseating smoke I’d ever encountered. | opened the window to air 
out the place and left the room, closing the door behind me. 
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An hour later, | and my cohorts returned to the General Room to perform a post mortem analysis. By then, the 
smoke had dissipated enough to allow us to enter without choking. What probably happened was that the amplifier, 
rated at 50 watts, was too much for the transformer. If we had used, say a 20 watt amplifier, it probably would have 
worked without causing the transformer core to saturate, break down the insulation and burn up. Live and learn. 
Well, at least we were back on phone—for a little while. 


<><><><><> 


One year, the club decided to operate in the New Jersey QSO Party, but only on 6 meters. In those days, there was 
so much local activity on 6 meter AM phone, that it would be possible to make more than 100 contacts there, and 
more if the band opened. 


In those days, the 6 meter band was known as the “TVI band” because TV channel 2 video was on 56 MHz, 
dangerously close to the 50 MHz 6 meter band. That was before the days of cable TV, when most homes had a TV 
antenna on the roof, many of which were old and corroded, or “rabbit ears,” a set of collapsible metal rods on a 
plastic base that formed a dipole, and that was placed on top of the TV set. TV receivers, like other consumer 
electronic products, were designed to be cheaply made, and notorious for being highly susceptible to transmitter RF. 
Operators on 6 meters routinely used a low pass filter between their transmitter and antenna, in a sometimes vain 
attempt to eliminate or reduce TVI. We didn’t have a low pass filter, though, and neither did the club. 


One of our members, Steve, brought his Johnson “Challenger,” an HF rig running about 50 watts on phone that also 
covered 6 meters. We used the club’s Hallicrafters SX-111 receiver to tune 6 meters with an Ameco CN-50 Nuvistor 
Converter, also supplied by Steve. Someone, | forget who, loaned us a portable, collapsible “Hilltopper’ 3 element 
6 meter beam. 


The problem was how we would get the coax from the 6 meter antenna if we put it on the roof, down to the 
Novice/Technician station. It wouldn’t be possible to hang the coax alongside the building, and easily bring it in 
through the window. We also didn’t have a separate rotator for the beam. The solution was to set up the 6 meter 
station in the cupola at the very top of the building, and just run a short length of coax, about 20 feet, out to the 6 
meter beam, which we would mount on a ten foot mast, and lash the mast to one of the “stink pipes” on the roof, 
then rotate the antenna by the “armstrong” method, of turning it by hand in the direction desired. 


We were all set, and the contest began. We were getting out like crazy. That 6 meter beam, at the top of the roof 
was at least 60 feet up, and we had a clear shot in all directions. But up in that cupola, we forgot one detail. 


In those days, every day, at 6 o’clock, the town set off sirens to test the Fire Department’s alerting system. 
Something else was set off, too. It was a large air horn, which sent out a series of loud, short blasts as the sirens 
were wailing. In the cupola was a large air compressor tank with an old pressure gauge on it. | wondered what it 
was for. All of us soon found out—at 6 o’clock. 


As the sirens sounded, | heard some air escaping from a valve that sounded like the steam escaping from a radiator. 
Then, we were nearly deafened by the loudest blasts I’ve ever heard at close range. The horn was on the roof of the 
cupola, and right over our heads. It could be heard all over town. You can imagine how loud it must have sounded 
to us, right under it! 
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We covered our ears until it stopped honking, and then we resumed our operating. Many stations were worked, and 
we felt great. Near the end of the contest, another unexpected thing happened. We heard heavy footsteps from 
someone coming up the stairs. | turned around to see who it was. It was a cop! 


“What are youse guys doin’?” he demanded, and we told him. 
“You're wreckin’ TV sets all over town. The switchboard at Headquarters is lit up like a Christmas tree!” 


We promised to shut down at once, which we did. We disassembled the station, and everybody went home. We 
had a bit of a laugh over it all, but that’s not the end of the story. 


The next issue of the Fair Lawn Shopper newspaper had on its front page, a short article with the headline, “TV 
Interference Not Caused by Martians.” That was a strange headline, but as | read the piece, it made more sense. 
The TVI we were causing from our big 6 meter signal was on at the same time as a TV show called, “My Favorite 
Martian” on Channel 2. Enough people had complained that the cops got involved. 


The article made a mistake, though, in our favor. It blamed the interference on the Civil Defense RACES group, not 
FLARC. We had one final laugh over that. 


<><><><><> 


Our Field Day site in 1965 was a new one for us, due to the fact that our usual site, Blasberg’s Fruit Farm in 
Hawthorne, was no longer available. The new site was discovered by one of our members, and a close friend named 
Barry. It was located on Skyline Drive in Oakland, but on private property, so a tactful request would have to be 
made for permission to set up there. 


The property owner was a former State Assemblyman. He lived in a large stone house that looked like a castle. 
Barry wrote to him, explaining our club’s interest in using a portion of the property, and requesting permission to do 
SO. 


Surprisingly, the former Assemblyman agreed, allowing us to use an area some distance away from the house, and 
directly above a small, man-made lake that was stocked with trout and bass. We promised not to do any fishing. 


We decided to set up the evening before, and start operating as soon as the contest began on Saturday. Then, we 
could knock-down early. Everybody liked that idea. 


Friday evening before Field Day, we all drove up, caravan style, and began our antenna work, and pitching of tents. 
The 20 meter phone station would be operated from the inside of somebody’s station wagon, and the 2 meter 
station would be operated from the back of a truck. We all envied the operators at those stations, but not for long 
as things turned out. 


When we had finished setting up, we were tired but satisfied that all had gone smoothly, and we were excited about 
getting a head-start on Saturday. That night, we retired to our tents and sleeping bags, just about 25 feet away from 
the lake. 


I’m an ex-city boy, and not used to spending time out in the wild, or to the sounds that can be heard there at night. 
Now and then, as | lay in my sleeping bag, I’d hear the rustling of leaves, and the snapping of branches, as unknown 
critters moved about in the darkness. This was unnerving to me, but a minor annoyance. 
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Then, at around 2 in the morning, a sound came from below that kept me awake almost all night. It was the sound 
of a big old bullfrog, croaking his deep-throated warning to any other bullfrogs in the neighborhood that ‘this is my 
territory, so stay away!’ | suspect that he was also on the prowl for a lady bullfrog, too. Anyway, every time | almost 
fell asleep, that son of a gun kept croaking away. |’d toss, turn over, and hope he’d get tired out too, and shut up. 
He didn’t. 


Not long after this, | heard the muffled voices of people, somewhere in the distance. It was after 2 o’clock in the 
morning, and not one of our group, so who could it be? Then, through the tent fabric, | saw the beam of a flashlight. 
The flashlight came closer and closer, and then a woman’s voice called out, “Identify yourselves!” 


Someone got out of their tent and explained who we were, why we were there, and that we had permission to be 
there. That seemed to satisfy the lady, and she left. | got back in my sleeping bag, and tried to sleep. The bullfrog 
started up again. He didn’t stop until dawn. 


It was a pretty good Field Day, and lots of contacts were made, even on 2 meters. We used a pair of “big wheels” on 
2 meters. These were a pair of omni-directional, horizontal dipoles, bent into a cloverleaf pattern of three. The 
2 meter station was located some distance away, up ona hilly area. 


The problem was, there was no greenery nearby, into which someone needing to ‘answer a call of nature’ could 
safely and quickly go, unobserved, to do what had to be done. We didn’t have a “Porta Potty,” so anyone from the 
2 meter station who had that urgent personal need had to run down the hill, and try to find a private place to do his 
‘business.’ When the rest of us saw someone running down that hill, we knew why, to our great amusement. Later, 
| drew a comic book account of this. 


One of our guys had brought an Army surplus entrenching tool for his personal sanitary needs. Unfortunately, the 
soil was so rocky up there on that mountain, that he had a hard time finding a place where he could dig deep enough 
to accomplish his goal, and cover the evidence. He didn’t think it was funny, but / did. 


The 20 meter station, as mentioned, was inside a station wagon. The operator, a Novice, by the way, was attacked 
by a swarm of moths. There were so many of them that if you looked into the station wagon windows at night, you 
could only see the fluorescent light glowing from within, and barely make out the operator or the rig—that’s how 
thick was the layer of moths clinging to the windows from the inside. After awhile, the operator simply gave up 
swatting them, and shut down for the night, uttering a string of expletives in the process. 
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We had completed another Field Day, and shut down the operation promptly at the end of the 24 hour period. We 
were hot, sweaty, tired, and | was suffering from some kind of allergy from being out in the woods. Nevertheless, it 
was a memorable time, and we were glad we went. 


It would prove to be the last time we used that site, though, and the last time for many years that most of us would 
ever see each other again, because most of us had finished High School, and were about to go on to our colleges, 
leaving FLARC and all its wild times behind us. 

Strange as it may seem, we all grew into reasonably responsible adults. | know it’s hard to believe, considering some 
of the boneheaded things we did. | suppose we have to chalk it up to youth and an excess of hormones. Even Frank 


Leonard, for all his dedication and good intentions, couldn’t entirely control us. 


FLARC is an excellent club today, run in a businesslike, even professional manner. Yes, it’s a great club. Except for 
one thing — we don’t have nearly as much fun as we used to! 


73, 


Fred W2AAB 


June 1, 2018 Meeting Notes June Meeting Notes (2) 


Treasurer Al WA2OWL presented this month’s 
Treasurer’s Report. He noted that we are now up to 
135 members with the recent additions. Judith 
KC2LTM moved to accept the report as read and 
Gene WO2W seconded the motion. The motion 
passed by acclamation. 


President Brad KM2C called the meeting to order at 
7:30 p.m. 


The members rose and recited the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 


Secretary Randy WU2S called the roll of officers and 
trustees and all were present. The meeting had a 
quorum to conduct club business. 


President Brad KM2C reported for the Technical 
Committee that we are working to organize all 
computers at the operating positions to have the 
same applications. A common appearance for all the 


President Brad KM2C asked if there were any visitors eae : ; 
computers will aid members in their use. 


or new members present. There were none. 


Jim W2JC reported for the Publicity Committee. The 
Fair Lawn Street Fair is June 10th. We will need 
volunteers and thanks to those who have already 
said yes. No discussion yet as to whether we will 
have a station. 


Secretary Randy WU2S announced that he sent the 
minutes from the April meeting via email to members 
of record and published them in the club’s newsletter, 
The Resonator, which is on the club’s website at 
www.FairLawnARC.org. He asked the members 
present if there were any corrections or amendments 
needed. There were none so Skip KD2BRV moved to 
accept the minutes as published and John KD2NRS 
seconded the motion. The motion passed by 


e Field Day activity by the Publicity committee: 

¢ Media press releases go out on Monday 

e Invitations to Fair Lawn VIPs out yesterday 

¢ Invitations to 40+/- Fair Lawn hams out early next week 
acclamation. e Invitations to 60+/- Elmwood Park, Glen Rock and 
Saddle Brook hams out Tuesday or Wednesday 
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June Meeting Notes (3) 


¢ Invitations to 20+ Fair Lawn groups such as Scouts, 
Rotary, etc. out next week 

¢ Street signage completed 

¢ Local flyer ready for distribution early next week 


Programs: There is no formal June program with the 
cancellation of our AMSAT speaker. However, it is 
likely that Congressman Josh Gottheimer or one of his 
staff from the House Telecommunications committee 
will stop by on June 15 for a visit. This is still tentative. 
Program Schedule: 


e July 20 program: Jeff Regan "Best Practices in 
Operating'--It's All About Etiquette" 

e August 17 program: The FLARC circa 1960 vintage 
station on the air (Fred W2AAB) 

e September 21 program: Barry Cohen (K2JV) on 
Wireless Stations 

e October 19 program: Ken Neubeck WB2AMU will 
speak on "6 Meter Operating During A Low Sunspot 
Cycle" --Preparing for 2019 

e November program: TBD 

e¢ December program: ARRL updates with speaker TBD 


Other Events: 

¢ Edison Lab/West Orange—August 18. 
We have 15 signed up so far 

e Edison Lab/Menlo Park-- NEW!! October 27th 
(details to come) 


Vice-President Van W2DLT announced that FLARC will 
take part in an event at Fair Lawn’s Westmoreland 
School on June 15. We are working with Fair Lawn 
Schools Science Director Ron Durso. Brad KM2C will 
bring his radio trailer and Larry WA2ALY will 
demonstrate Morse code. Van reported that there are 
about 75 students who have been studying codes and 
ciphers (not Morse code) and our goal is to introduce 
them to forms of digital and voice communication. 


Judith KC2LTM noted that the Fair Lawn Fireworks will 
be on June 28 with a rain date of July 5. We need 
volunteers to provide communications at the 
Memorial Park entrance gates. Steve WA2BYX 
explained the gate operations and reminded the 
members to be ready to start around 6:30 pm. 


The Only Newsletter In The World That Gives A Damn About FLARC 


June Meeting Notes (4) 


He also asked the volunteers to bring an HT, a chair 
and water. Please contact Gene WO2W or Steve 
WA2BYxX if you can help staff this event. 


Fred W2AAB told the members about preparations for 
our vintage equipment day on August 18. He thanked 
Steve WI2W for finding a source for a vacuum tube 
keyer with relays as was once used on old equipment. 
Fred also thanked Pete W2PM, who will lend us the 
keyer from his extensive collection. Fred said that he 
will test the gear before the August event. 


Moving on to new business, President Brad KM2C said 
that the FLARC membership cards are printed. We are 
working to get them laminated and cut to size. He said 
that we continue to improve the organization of the 
shelves and cabinets in the workshop area. 


Fred W2AAB said the CW classes will start next week. 
There was a brief discussion about the code practice 
oscillator kits. 


President Brad KM2C asked if there is a report from 
the Education Committee. Gene WO2W responded 
that there are no planned license training classes at 
this time. He said that some members expressed an 
interest in CPR training and that he is looking for 
qualified instructors. David KD2MOB said that the Fair 
Lawn CERT will conduct a CPR re-certification class 
soon. This training only applies to people who have 
already completed their first CPR training and who 
need to re-qualify. 


Bennett KO2OK asked if the club would be open next 
weekend for the VHF contest. Brad KM2C replied that 
we could do the contest if our members expressed an 
interest, but the 6- meter bean is not effective. 


President Brad KM2Casked if there is a report on our 
social media activities. Thom W2NZ was not present 
at the meeting, but he emailed his report to the 
Secretary which is included here. The FLARC YouTube 
Channel now has 79 Subscribers, a net gain of 5 over 
last month. There were 922 views in the past month 
with the Ria Jairam presentation having 582 of the 
922. Jonathan Taylor had an astounding 16:16 average 
view time, with 26 views. 


www.FairLawnARC.org Page 37 


June Meeting Notes (5) 


The overall activity on the channel was down due to 
no new material uploaded, which is due to a serial 
number of technical (computer and software) issues 
and W2NzZ's availability to complete one of the 
longest and complicated jobs (in the post-production) 
to date. The channel is expected to pick up greatly 
with the completion and posting of W2AEW's ARC 1, 
and then ARC 2. 


Jim W2JC noted that we have a lot more activity on 
the FLARC blog with members posting news items 
and gear for sale. 


Karl W2KBF asked if any members were not receiving 
the email messages sent to all FLARC members. If you 
think you are not getting club emails, send a message 
to Treasurer Al WA2ZOWL with your correct address, 
or to webmaster@FairLawnARC.org. President Brad 
KM2C said that he will send a test message to all 
FLARC members after the meeting. This message was 
sent to all just before 11:00 pm on Friday, June 1. If 
you did not receive it, contact Brad or Al to update 
your email address in the club’s membership roster. 


President Brad KM2C opened the discussion about 
our 2018 Field Day preparations. He announced that 
2 of our 5 new antennas have been tested. Steve 
WA2BYX said that we have only two more weekends 
to prepare. All agreed that Brad will organize the 
testing next weekend starting in mid-morning around 
10:00 a.m. Brad said that the antenna setup for Field 
Day will be done on Friday prior to the event and that 
this is an allowed activity in the rules. 


Steve WA2BYX said that he cleaned up some of the 
Memorial Park areas where we will install our Field 
Day antennas. 


President Brad KM2C said that we have station 
leaders identified for the CW and SSB operations. We 
can use our two Icom 746 radios, our Kenwood 870 
and Brad’s Flex 6500. Brad may be able to get a 
second Flex 6500 radio for a backup. 


There was a discussion about using a digital mode on 80 
meters, such as RTTY, when CW would not be as 
effective. Fred W2AAB suggested that we consider 
doing this up to about 3:00 p.m. then switching to CW. 
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Larry WA2ALY asked about using FT8 digital for Field 
day; the response was that the author of FT8 has 
clearly indicated that it is not a mode adaptable to 
contests such as Field Day because of the tight format 
of data exchange. Fred asked if we are planning a 
training session for station operators. Brad replied 
that we would do so and that we need a list of people 
who have volunteered. When we know who plans to 
work the stations we can schedule the on-the-job 
training. 


Steve WA2BYX said that we need to bring our gear up 
from the basement storage room into our club rooms 
in preparation for loading it into vehicles. He said the 
best time do this is during a weekday when few 
people are around the Community Center. Randy 
WU2S said that we did that routine in the past and 
asked Steve to pick a day and time when we should 
come to the club to move the gear. 


President Brad KM2C asked what we plan to use for a 
CW tent. Tony N2SIQ said that a large tent we have 
used in the past should be in our storage room. He 
said we should bring this up and erect it during our 
antenna tests to make sure it is still usable. President 
Brad KM2C asked members to think about what 
backup plan we need if the CW tent is not suitable. He 
asked members to email him with their ideas. 


We have Honda 2000 and 3000 generators to power 
our Field Day deployment. 


Brian KD2KLN will run the Get on the Air (GOTA) 
station. He said that he needs an antenna for 6 meters 
and 15 meters. Brad said that Brian could use his 
portable antenna unless some member has a better 
alternative. 


Fred W2AAB asked about how we plan to send an 
NTIS message to the Northern New Jersey Section 
Manager for the extra points. A brief discussion 
ensued and Brian KD2KLN agreed to lead the effort to 
complete this task. 


President Brad KM2C asked about linking the logging 
computers which use the N1MM application to record 
our contacts. Jim W2JC said that he is setting up the 
computers and working on a plan for the network. 
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June Meeting Notes (7) 


Randy WU2S offered to supply his equipment for a 
wireless AREDN mesh network. Jim and Randy 
agreed to work together to provide the computer 
network. 


President Brad KM2C asked about food preparations. 
GeneWO2W said that Randy WU2S offered his 
freezer for frozen food storage and Skip KD2BRV is 
providing refrigerator space for the other cold foods. 
President Brad KM2C said that we should have 
enough coaxial cable for all of the stations 


Tony N2SIQ asked if we could get instructions on 
operating the Flex radio. President Brad KM2C 
replied that he will arrange the training. He said that 
we have footswitches for the stations to operate the 
push-to-talk (PTT) on the radios. There was a brief 
discussion about headsets and Brad, Randy and Van 
will supply headset splitters so that several people 
can listen to the same radio simultaneously. 


Steve WA2BYX noted that in past years we often 
came up short in trying to meet the educational 
requirement for extra points. He asked if we plan to 
do anything this year. John KD2NRS announced that 
he is leading the effort for the educational task. John 
plans to have materials and instructions available to 
build a simple 2-meter antenna. He would like us to 
consider having an after-dinner speaker on Saturday. 
He asked Brad if he would present his soldering talk. 
John noted that the Boy Scouts will be at our site on 
Saturday from about 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 


John KD2NRS said that he has plans for signage at the 
operating positions and elsewhere at the site. He and 
Randy WU2S will provide the signs. We might use a 
white board to show who is the current control 
operator at each station. 


Having no further business, President Brad KM2C 
asked for a motion to adjourn. Tony N2SIQ so moved 
and Gene WO2W seconded the motion. The 
members present voted in favor and the meeting 
was adjourned at 8:32p.m. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Randy WU2S, Secretary 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


FLARC Badges and Travel Mugs 


Perfect for NPOTA, FD and Portable Day 
Standard or 60th Anniversary Logo 
Badge $15 Stainless Steel 15 oz. Mug $25 


oee Randy WU2S to order or 
Email randy@wu2s.com 


LIFE IS SHORT 


GET ON THE AIRI!! 
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The Near And Far Net -- 
More New Check-In's 


Our list gets longer so we need another page -- 


here are more check-ins to the Monday night 
Near and Far net. Welcome Noel and Roz!! 


ALOY 


N2HIP 


KC2LTM 


W2ABE 


W2IP 


W2TU 


KC2K 


K2BIX 


KB3PQP 


WB2GAI 


KD2GKA 


W2MSA 


Come And Meet The Wizard 
(Of West Orange) on August 18th 


The club is putting together a tour of the Edison 
National Historical Park (Laboratory) on Saturday 
August 18th. A guided tour is offered at 10AM and 
requires a minimum of 15 people with a maximum 
of 30. The entrance fee is $15.00. 


Let Ed WX2R know of your interest. So far we have 


about 14 signups... a good start. Let Ed (WX2R) 
know if you'd like to be a part of it. 


Thomas Edison 
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New DMR Net Changes for BARA 
With Bob (KD2BKD) Handling Net 
Control 


FLARC member Marco (KC2ZMA) has asked that we pass 
along the following to interested club members. 


He is handing off the BCFMA DMR net to our own Bob 
(KD2BKD) who will be net control. The net meets on 
Thursday nights from 8:00 to 8:30 pm. 


The repeater is the 444.100 W2AKR machine. But contact 
Marco for BCFMA DMR access information. 


Good luck to Bob... an outstanding net control!! 


FLARC Does BARA Hamfest 

Great to see so many FLARC members on Memorial weekend 
Saturday. Great weather and many good friends stopped by 
our table... plus we added a new member. 


Premier 
Radiociuy, 


Fred (W2AAB), ARRL NNJ SM Rob Roschewsk (KA2PBT) and Masahiko 
(NY2JA/JR3RRA) a visitor to our table. 


www.FairLawnARC.org Page 40 


